Building Better Futures Program

Building Better Futures
Volunteer Application

Program Overview

Building Better Futures (BBF) is a tutoring and mentoring program for Latino and ESL (English as a second language) students.   The program provides homework help, study skills, mentoring, and parent support to students in grades 9 – 12 in Alexandria public schools. Most of the students that participate in the program come from low-income households in Alexandria. Building Better Futures encourages students to graduate with a high school diploma and continue their education beyond high school.  The program served more than 82students in 2006-07.  

What do BBF Volunteers do?
Our volunteers provide critical support, guidance, and friendship to students who are dealing with challenging class work and unfamiliar social customs in their new school environment.

What does volunteering look like at BBF?
BBF students are matched with a volunteer mentor and/or tutor in a one on one relationship. Volunteering takes on a variety of forms at the BBF Program, depending on what role you are interested in. Some volunteers mentor or tutor only, while others act as both a mentor and tutor to a specific student. 
Volunteer Roles
Tutoring
Volunteer tutors help their student succeed academically by assisting with homework as well as organizational and time management skills. Understanding and completing homework is key to success in the classroom. Tutors meet with BBF staff and classroom teachers to discuss the student’s academic progress. Tutors also help students with the college application process. 
Mentoring
Volunteer mentors serve as positive adult role models to students and provide vital friendship, support, and guidance as students adjust to the school environment. Typical mentoring activities include having lunch together, spending time outdoors, and exploring the city. 
Qualifications
BBF is looking for committed volunteers who enjoy being with young people and have prior experience with youth, good communication skills, patience, and a positive attitude. Experience working with high school students in urban settings is a plus. Ability to speak languages other than English is also helpful but not required.
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Time Commitment
BBF tutors meet with students weekly for 1 ½ hours, one day a week (Monday – Thursday) from 3:30-5:00 pm at the TC Williams Library. BBF mentors commit to spending at least 2 – 4 hours a week with their student. BBF mentor/tutors meet their student weekly for tutoring for 1½ hours and meet for mentoring one or two weekends a month for 2 – 4 hours. There is a four-month minimum commitment All volunteers are expected to commit to a minimum of four months. 
Volunteer Support
Volunteers learn about their student’s academic strengths as well as areas needing improvement before they begin tutoring. They receive on-going educational support from BBF staff and the reading resource specialist at the high school. Volunteers come together from time to time to share challenges and successes, and to participate with students in group activities such as special workshops, holiday parties, and the annual awards dinner.
Benefits to Volunteers
BBF volunteers have the opportunity to work with a motivated, high school student, and help a young person achieve his or her goals and dreams. 

How do I get started?
If you are interested in becoming involved with BBF, please fill out a volunteer application. Once the application has been processed, you will be asked to come in for an interview and submit to a reference check. Mentors also must undergo a background check. All volunteers are required to attend volunteer training.  The entire application process takes 2 – 4 weeks to complete.

To apply to become a BBF Volunteer, please fill out the enclosed Volunteer Application and send by fax OR mail to:

The Campagna Center

Attn: Director/BBF Program

418 S. Washington St. 

Alexandria, VA 22314

703.549.0111 x 127 phone

703.549.2097 fax

Building Better Futures Program

Volunteer Application 
Please print
HOME INFORMATION

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
First Name


Middle Initial

Last Name


Maiden Name/











Other Name Changes
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

City






State




Zip

_________________________________________

_______________________________________
Home Phone





Cell Phone

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address

_________________________________________

_______________________________________
How long have you lived at this address? 

How long have you lived in Virginia? 

If applicable, please list other cities or states you have lived in within the past ten years.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

PERSONAL INFORMATION 
Ethnic Group (Used for statistical purposes only. Please circle one.)
White/Not of Hispanic Origin       Black/Not of Hispanic Origin
Hispanic          Bi-racial
Asian/Pacific Islander
     American Indian/Alaskan    Native Hawaiian       Unspecified   
_____________________
                                       __________________________________________________________
Primary Language Spoken                               What other languages besides English do you speak (if any)?
_____________________________

_________________________________________________________


Do you have a car?



VA Driver’s License Number, Expiration Date
Have you ever been arrested*?



Yes_______
No_________
Have you ever been convicted of any criminal charges?
Yes_______
No_________
If you answered “yes” to either of the questions above, please list all cases, without exception, in the space below.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

*Please Note: All mentors will be fingerprinted for security purposes. Please notify the BBF Program Director If you have a government clearance.

Whom should we notify in case of an emergency?

_____________________________
             __________________________________________________________
Name





Relationship

__________________________________________________________

Phone 
WORK INFORMATION

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________

Current Employer






Occupation



_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

City






State




Zip

_____________________________________
________________________
_____________________________
Work phone




Work hours 


How long have you been with











this employer?

EDUCATION

Highest grade completed


___ High School diploma

___ Some college

___ 2 year degree

___ 4 year degree

___ Graduate degree

___  Other trainings: ________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
____________________________________
Degree received






Field of Study



       

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Based on your own experiences as a high school student, what do you think are the knowledge, skills, and resources young adolescents need to succeed?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please briefly explain why you would like to be a volunteer tutor and/or mentor.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
List and explain extra curricular activities, interests, skills and/or hobbies.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
References
Please list one reference who can tell us about how you relate to others, esp. youth.  Please refrain from listing relatives, unless they have had a supervisory role over you.  Include name, number and their relationship to you.  
_____________________________
             __________________________________________________________
Reference #1 Name



Relationship

__________________________________________________________
Phone 

BBF is looking for volunteer mentors, tutors, and mentor/tutors.  Mentors meet with their student every week for 2 – 4 hours. Tutors meet one day a week from 3:20 – 4:55pm. Mentor/Tutors meet one day a week for tutoring from 3:20 – 4:55pm and mentor 2 weekends a month for 2 – 4 hours. Which role are you interested in?

· Mentor
 

· Tutor



· Mentor/Tutor

At this time, the commitment I can make to the BBF Program is:

· 4 Months 

· 6 Months
· 9 Months

How did you find out about the BBF Program? 

· Friend/colleague 

· Campagna Center Staff 
· Newspaper
· Radio
· TV

· Volunteer Site

· Campagna Center Board Member

· Website

· Direct Mail

· Brochure

· Other  (please describe)_____________________________________

I, ______________________________________________ (please print name) understand that by submitting this application, I am authorizing inquiries to be made concerning my suitability as a volunteer. This will include a check for any past criminal records. The information requested in this application—and that which may be subsequently obtained—will be used only for the purpose of determining my appropriateness as a volunteer.  All information will remain confidential.

____________________________________________________

_____________________________________

Signature of Applicant




      
Date
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